ARCHIVES OF DISEASE IN CHILDHOOD
Method In order to avoid any possible diagnostic errors only those patients were examined who showed undoubted evidence of rheumatic heart disease. Blood was collected in two tubes, one containing isotonic (3 7 per cent.) sodium citrate solution, the blood in the second tube being allowed to clot. Corpuscles from the citrated blood were grouped-against standard A and B sera by the Vincet open slide method, the reaction being examined microscopically where necessary. The serum from the clotted blood was also grouped by the same method against known A and B corpuscles. which with three degrees of freedom indicates a probability between 0-80 and 0 90. There is thus no evidence that a genetic predisposition to rheumatic heart disease is associated with any of the four main blood groups.
Results

Summary
The blood groups of two hundred patients with rheumatic heart disease have been determined. The distribution of these blood groups does not differ from that in the general population. 
